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P
resident and Founder of the
prestigious annual World Travel
Awards, Graham Cooke is an
Englishman and a non-golfer.

Perhaps these two facts explain how he
came up with one or rather two of the
wackiest ideas golf has seen for quite a
while when he visited a 55,000 acre estate
for the creation of The Legend Golf &
Safari Resort which opens in a year some
two hours north of Johannesburg.

The first was why not invite
eighteen of the leading world golf
professionals to provide strategic
design input to each of the holes.
“But nobody ever did that before“,
was the reaction. “So what“,
replied Graham. “Even better!".
Each hole is named after the
professional, so the card of the
course reads like a leaderboard at
The Open Championship with
Furyk, Harrington, Garcia and Singh
among those providing their
strategic input.

Then Graham espied the
towering peak of Hanglip
Mountain and pointed dramatically
to its summit. "Why not build a tee
on top?". Enter David Riddle, Legend’s Golf
Director. Inspired by South Africa’s President
Thabo Mbeki’s wish to see an African
Renaissance, he designed the green in the
form of the African Continent and provided
the name of "Extreme 19th Hole".
A vertical drop of 1300 feet and 440 yards
horizontal carry towards an outsized
2,150 sq. yards green on which par will be
an achievement to savour. The flag will
circulate from back right (Egypt) to front
left (Namibia). This spectacular par 3 is
destined to become one of the most
photographed holes on the planet.

The ball takes 25 seconds to fall
through the thin air to its target. Justin
Rose, Luke Donald and Trevor Immelman,
fresh from his victory in the Nedbank
Challenge, took great delight in flying in
the helicopter to the summit. They cast
off their tense “in-the-zone” expressions
and reverted to the schoolboy-like joy of
hitting balls in conditions they had never
dreamt possible. They had to be
restrained from seeking to follow the

flight of their shots for fear of them
disappearing lemming-like over the cliff
face and causing a major change in the
Top 50 world rankings!

Developer Peet Cilliers’ wish that The
Legend should become the focus of Africa’s
eco-tourism drive is being fulfilled.
Golf must innovate in order to retain its
attraction for future generations. It also
sometimes needs to be reminded about
the fun of the game. These two unusual
ideas will certainly provide memorable
moments for years to come. ■

out of the box thinking travail du
chapeau

Graham Cooke est à la
fois non-golfeur et anglais.
Ce qui peut expliquer ses
idées folles en visitant le
site du Legend Golf &
Safari Resort ouvert dans
un an au sein de
22'000 hectares à deux
heures de route au nord de
Johannesburg. 

"Pourquoi ne pas
demander à 18 des
meilleurs joueurs de la
planète de dessiner chacun
un trou?", dit-il, ce que
personne n'a encore fait.
Chaque trou portera le nom
du joueur, la carte de score
prenant alors la forme du
"leaderboard" d'un grand
tournoi avec les noms de
Singh, Furyk, Garcia, etc. 

Puis, inspiré par le
sommet de Hanglip
Mountain juste au-dessus
du parcours, "pourquoi ne
pas poser un tee là-haut?".
400 mètres de dénivelé
vertical plus 400 mètres de
distance au green aux
formes du continent
africain sur l'idée de David
Riddle, le directeur du
Legend. Rose, Donald et
Immelman y ont tapé des
balles qui volent
25 secondes avant
d'atterrir sur le green de
1'800 m2! Ils étaient
comme des enfants devant
un gros gâteau, premier
signal du succès attendu
par le promoteur
Pette Cilliers grâce à
des idées tordues. 
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